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DYING CONFESSIONS of LEARNED MEN. 


T is not the greatnefs or variety of human knowledze, 
which can bring to its poffeflors a fubftantial peace at the 
laft. Good fenfe, genius, and the acquirements of literature, 
are undoubtedly defirable advantages for worldly ends, and may 
be ranked among the moft valuable gifts of Providence. But 
they all perifh in the oblivion of the grave, and meet no higher 
diftin@ion from death, than the uncultivated fimplicity of the 
clown. 

Senlible of this truth, the learned Nicholas Heinfius, at his 
death, defpifed all his laborious writings, and thought them 
worthy to be ftyled only, “* monuments of his vanity.” So 
Grotius, in his dying moments, would have gladly parted with 
all his learning, great as it confefledly was, for a grain of that 
grace, which dwelt in his poor ignorant seed neighbour, Joha 
Ulrich, Our great Selden likewife, upon his death-bed, made 
the fame confeffion with Grotius, his opponent, and profefled 
to Archbifhop Uther, who vifited him, ** that notwithftandiog 
his vatt treafu: eof books and manufcripts, he could find com- 
fort in none, and reft his foul upon none butthe Holy Scrip 
tures.” His very fenfible and learned friend Whitelock, upon 
the cooleft reflelion, made the fame acknowledgment. ‘The 
fame likewife has been made by many of the wileft and moft 
judicious men. 

The famous Lope e de Vega, frequently called the Shake. 
fpeare of Spain, is perha ips the moft fertile poet in the annals of 
Parnaffus, His country has very lately publifhed an elegant 
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edition of his poems, in 19 quarto volumes; his dramatic 
works are to be added to this collection, and will probably be 
ftill more voluminous. It would be difficult to name any 
author, ancient or modern, fo univerfally idolized while living 
by all ranks of people, and fo magnificently rewarded by the 
liberality of the great. In his 73d year he fele the approaches 
of death, and prepared himfelf for it with the utmoft com- 
pofure and devotion, His laff hours were attended by many 
of his intimate friends; and the manner in which he took leave 
of them was moft tender and affecting. He faid tohis difciple 
and biographer, Montalvan, that true fame confifted in being 
gpod ;_ and that he would willingly exchange all the applaufes 
he had received, to add a fingle deed of virtue to the actions of 


his life. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
Fr FEBRUARY, 1798. 
F RAN C E, 
A MIDST the various flutuations in the republican army 
% of this nation we can difcern, from the beginning of the 
revolution to the prefent hour, two grand parties, under one or 
other of which different parties may be comprehended: The 
one revolutionary and dictatorial ; the cther friendly to the 
return of peace and fubordination. ‘The former feem incapae 
ble of reft, while there is any thing to be plundered or pulled 
down at home or abroad. They are ftrongly imprefled with an 
apprehenfion of danger to the new ftate from ariftecracy and 
monarchy: ‘They are complete levellers; and would fo 
thoroughly {math and pulverize the old edifices, that not a frage 
meit of royalty or feudal power fhould remain; but that new 
frames, all of them on the fame plan, might be formed out of 
the duftile earth. The latter party, among whom are many 
fecret friends to the old order of affairs, more to the conftitu- 
tion of 178g, and ftill more perhaps to that of 1793, all agree 
in a love of order, anda defire of peace. They with the 
prefent conftitution to have fair play, and to reft and turn on 
its own hinges. If ever monarchy thall be reftored, all 
Frenchmen, befide what are called the loyal emigrants, 
infatuated by prepoffeffions, and driven by negleét and diftrefs 
to madnefs are now fenfible, that the prefent power of the rc 
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public is irrefiftible ; and that nochange can be expected 
from any force external or internal, 

The real political fentiments of thefe two grand clafles of 
Frenchmen are, no doubt, modified by private circumftances 
and views, into which we cannot penetrate. The prefenc 
rulers, including the whole train of military men, and poli- 
tical, civil, and financial] officers, have, undoubtedly, a perfonai 
intereft in the continuance of the war; by which, and in which 
only, they can exit, And their fy{tem feems tobe briefly this, 
to violate the conftitution when they pleafe, on pretence of 
preferving it ; and to bribe one part of the nation for the pur 
pofe of over-awing and raifing contributions from the reft. 
Let us ! and every nation that refpedts its freedom, beware of 
falling into a fimiliar predicament; every ftep to which {hould 
be regarded as a ftep to flavery. 

It is even a misfortune to the poor people of France, that 
the maintenance of their mighty araies does not depend wholly 
on the taxes paid by themfelves ; but on foreign conqueft and 
plunder. For thus an underftanding between a juato of 
tyrants, and the armics they direct, may perpetuate their reign 
for ages. It was thus that the fpoils of Mexico, Peru, and 
the iflands in the Pacific Ocean, enabled Charles V. and his 
fucceflors, to fubvert the privileges of the cortez of Spain, and 
the ftates of Belgium, and trample on the liberties of both 
their Spanifh and Flemifh fubje@s. Notwithftanding our 
conquett of Corfica, the Cape, and Ceylon, with feveral Weft 
India iflands, we have hitherto efcaped fo great anevil! yet it 
ismatter of no fmal! regret, that weare obliged to keep up fo 
numerous armies and navies, though at our own expence. 
Would to Heaven, that it were poffible for the French and 
Britihh people to compare notes, and regulate their own affairs 
direftly, and without the feaft interference of political intrigue 
or ambition ! that the genius of brance, in the form of a 
blefed angel, might addrefs that of England in the fame 
form. 

But to return from this digreffion, the party in France who 
are friends to order, at the head of whomare Barras and Buo- 





Naparte, though republicans, would, if they fhould gain a 
decided afcendency in the ftate, a matter whicha few weeks 
will decide, leave their own and other governments to their 
ownoperation. They are, therefore, to be confidered as our 
party. We feel an intereft in their fortune, and wifh them 
fuccefs, The preparations for an invafion of England are 
continued; but it would appear, that the Directory have cut out 
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for their armies, for fome time, work more practicable and 
produdtive on the continent. 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 


A treaty between France and Portugal has been begun, in- 
terrupted, and begun again. The truth feems to be, that 
certain concefions on the part of Portugal only ferved, as 
ufual in fuch cafes, to invite further demands. The Direétory 
want plainly to pick a quarrel with both Portugal and Spain 
Lord Si. Vincent’s ficet ftiil pofletics the Tagus; ready, we 
hope, in cafe of emergencies, to tranfpost the Royal Family, 
with the principal people and wealth of Lifbon, to the Brazils, 
and there eftablilh their independent power. This would be 
far more wife, as wel} as genercus policy, than to plunder 
Lifbon for ourfelves, and take pofledion of the Brazils ia the 
name of the Britifh governm 


I T A L Y. 
The French are faid to be in pofl-fion of Rome. The 
King of Naples, though armed, remains inactive, but ina 
vigilant pofture. 


GERMAN Y. 


Full powers have been granted to the deputies of the 
empire, who are unwilling to agree to a difmemberment of the 
territories on the left bank of the Rhine: Diiputes are alfo 
carried omabout the point to which the Rhine, even in cafe of 
difmemberment, fhal] be the boundary of the French enipire : 
Butall thefe, as wellas the refiftance of the French at Man- 
heim and Ehrenbreititein, are nugatory. Every thing is 
fettled between the French republic and the houfe of Aultria, 

The Swifs are divided: Thofe in pofleffion of the a&ual 
government endeavour to prepare for refiftance to the French, 
‘The democratical party invite the French, who, according to 
prefent appearances, are likely to prevail. 

The NORTHERN POWERS. 

Thefe, confcious of their weaknefs, in refpceét of money, 
the grand mean of war in modcrao times, {cientific and ener- 
vated, are ftill cautious, timid, and inadtive. 

GREAT BRITAIN, 
The voluntary fub{criptions go on now pretty brifkly. Yet, 


it is evident, the grand plans of government muft depend oa 
taxes, 
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taxes. Schemes are preparing for deftroying the eggs of the 
fcorpions; for burning the French in their “harbours. ‘It is 
{aid it is in contemplation to grant an amneity to the poor 
oppreffed Irifh, Let us liften to Lord Moira. The Irifh are 
tobe won by gentle means. With their co-operation we 


might fet the cnemy at defianoe, if we had not a fhip at fea. 





ANECDOTE ¢ PETRARCH. 


Salle ARCH was always gloomy and low-fpirited, except 
i. whilehe was reading or writing, efpecially when he was 
prevented from refig ning himfeif in folitude to the fine 
phrenfies of poetry en the banks of fome infpiring ftream, 
among the romantic rocks and mountains, or the flower-ena- 
melled vallies of the Alps, Po avoid the lofs of time, during 
his travels, he conftantly wrote at every inn where he ftopped 
for refrefhment. One of his friends, the Bifhop of Cavillon, 
being alarmed, Jeft the intenfe application, with which he read 
and wrote when at Vaucluie, fhould entirely deftroy his health, 
which was already g greatly impaired, defired him one day to 
give him the key of bis library. Petrarch gave it to him im- 
mediate] p without fufpeCting the motive of his requeft; when 
the good Bifhop inftantly locking w up his books and writing 
defk, faid, ** I interdi@t you from pen, ink, paper, aad books, 
forthe {pace of ten days.”’ 

Petrarch felt the feverity of the fentence, but fupprefled his 
feelings, and obeyed. The firft day of his exile from his 


favourite | } 
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leafure was tedious; the fecond accompanied with 
an inceflant head-ach; and the third with a fever. The 
Bithop, afleéied by his condition, returned him the key, and 
reftored him to hed altize 


Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 


Macartney to China. 
(Continued from Page 191.) 


HE embafly, in its paffage up the river, was faluted by a 
difcharge of three guns at every military poft, fome of 
which were pafled every da 1y when the high road was near the 
tiver. ‘This road, though narrow, w2s good; carriages were 
few,,and thofe only with two wheels, and without fprings. 
Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen commonly travel in fedan chairs, chair-palanquins, 
or on horfeback ; and ladies in clofe litters fufpended between 
mules, and even in this manner only for fhort diftances — 
There are no coaches in the country. 

The ancient cuftom of applying fails to carriages by land, 
is not entirely laid afide. Thefe vehicles are carts or double 
barrows made of bamboo, having one large wheel placed be. 
tween them. ‘Two poles, rifing from the oppofite fides of 
the cart, ferve as mafts, upon which the fail, confifting only of 
a mat, is fet. But this can only take place when the cart is 
going before the wind, In other cafes, the machine is drawn 
by one man, while another, behind, not only keeps it fteady, 
but impels it forward, 

On the 16th of Aucuft, the yachts having proceeded as far 
up the river Pei-ho as the depth of water would admit, came 
ro anchor within half a mile of Tong-choo-foo, which is 
ninety miles diftant from Tien-fing, and within twelve miles 
of the city of Pekin. 

It appeared that the Lion and Hindoftan failed from the 
gulph of Pe chee-lee onthe 8th of Auguft, and on the 12th 
pafled through the ftreets of Mi-a-tau. 

The letter which had been fent from the Viceroy of Pe- 
chee-lee to the Governor of Ten-choo-foo, in favour of Sir 
Erafmus Gower, had been the mean of procuring him every 
affiftance of which he ftood in need. From thence he went 
to take a minute examination of the bay of Ki-fan-feu, fome- 
times named Zeu-a-tau, where he arrived on the 15:h of Au- 
guft, and found it fpacious, the depth of water trom nine to 
five fathoms 5 3 the ground or anchorage tough, and that {hips 
were fecure in all dire&tions ; but that wood and water were 
at reas diftance in the bay. The country, however, had a 
barren appearance, the inhabitants were poor; and it was 
doubtful whether proper accommodations might have beer 
procured for the fick and convalefcents. Sir Erafmus, theres 
fore, determined to go to Chu-fan, where he had more fae 
vourable profpects, and for this piace the iquadron (haped their 
courfe. 

The route prefcribed for the embafly was through the city 
of Pekinto a villa in the vicinity of the Emperor’s autumnal 
pelace, called Yuen-min-yuen, or garden of perpetual ver- 
dure. At this palace were to be depofited fuch of the prefepts 
as might receive damage by conveying them along the rugged 
roads to Zhe-hol.—A_ temple, or monaftery, near Tonge 
choo-foo, was appropriated fer the accommodation of the 
9 Embaflador 
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Embaflador and his fuite, and temporary buildings had been 
erefted for receiving the prefents, Thefe buildings, cone 
ftruated of {trong bamboo, were impenetrable to rains guards 
were placed around them, and perfons forbidden to approach 
them with fire or lights. All the articles were relanded and 
houfed ina day. 

This temple, now converted into a caravanfary for travel- 
lers of rank, was founded Several centuries ago, by the mu- 
nificence of a bigot, for the maintenance of ‘twelve pricits of 
the religion of Fo, the moft general in China. It pro‘effes 
the doctrine of the tranfmigration of fouls, and holds out hap- 
pinefs under certain conditions, which confift more in dona 
tions for the erecting of temples, and maintenance of pricfts, 
than in the obfervance of moral duties ; the negle&t of which 
is the punifhment of the defaulters, in having their fouls pals 
into the bodies of the meaaeft animals, in which the fufferings 
are to be apportioned to their tranfgrefiions. In this temple 
was a deity perfonifying Providence, under a graceful female 
figure, who held in her hand a circular plate, having an eye 
pourtrayed upon it. 

Nearly the whole of the habitable parts of the temple was 
occupied by the numcrous train of the Embaflador. The 
priefts went to a neighbouring monaftery, except one, who 
was appointed to watch over the lamps of the fhrine, and ta 
attend his Exccllency’s commands. The rooms had boarded 
platforms, clevated a foot from the floor ; thick woollen cloths 
were {pread upon them, which, with tie addition of a cufhion, 
conflituted the bedding of thofe priefts. The apartments of 
the fuperiors of the monaflery were allotted for the embafly, 
in which, to their great terror, were cilcovered {corpions and 
fcolopendras. 

A public banquet cr breakfaft wes prepared the next morne 
ing by the mandarines, to which every perfon belonging ta 
the embafly was invited. Befides tea, there were were various 
kinds cf viands. ‘Tables were fpread in the vacant parts of 
the new {tore rooms, no other place being fuffciently capae 
cious. This repaft, according to Chinefe etiquette, was given 
as amark of exireme civility, by including every attendant 
belonging tothe perfon whom it was meant to honour ; and 
not to have accepted of it, would, befides giving umbrage, 


have been confidered as a tvant of good breed ng. 


The diftance from the beach to the temple was fo lined with 
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fruit, andother articles. Nota pauper to be feen on the {pots 
nor did any one afk alms. The-prefent, indeed, was not the 
feafon of diftrefs for the peafantry, who in times of dearth or 
fcarcity, impelled by fharp hunger, are often driven to criminal 
excefles to procure food. In thofe times of national calamity, 
however, the Emperor, who may truly be called the father of 
his people, opens the public granaries for their relief—remits 
the taxes of the — cultivator, and reiaftates him in his 
farm by pecuniary affiftance. 

A party of gentlemen, accompanied by fome mandarines, 
going into the adjoining x city to purchale a tew trifles, obferved 
the projetion of a lunar ‘ecliple upon the fides of fevera 
houfes. In fine weather, perfons of every clafs live much 
without doors, and accuftoming themfelves to watch the ape 
pearance of the heavens, they conne& them, by habit, to tere 
reftrial events, as if thefe had a dependence on the former 
Some fortuitous concurrences taking place, ftrengthened the 
belief, and the vanity of prefcience laid the foundation of the 
pretended fcience of aftrclogy. 

If, as the people believed, eclipfes had power or influence 
over the operations of nature, and the tranfactions of mane 
kind, the period of their advent merited care and attention: 
And the government of the country, withing to eftablihh iss 
auth in their opinion of its fuperlative wifdom and folici- 
tude for their fafety and welfare, has availed itfeif of their pre- 
judices, by exclufively obtaining a communication of all that 
fcience and obferyation could afford on this fubje&t. This 
foreknowledge is afterwards made known to the people at 
large, and that in fo folemn a manner, as to infpire them with 
veneration for that fuperintending power from whence they 
derived that information. 

The Chinefe have always confidered an eclipfe of the fus 
as portending fome national calamity ; and as they eftimate 
their own happinefs by the degree of virtue poffefled by their 
fovereign, they attribute their misfortunes to his privation of 
moral goodneis, ven the Emperor is forced, as it were, to 
accede to the idea, and govern himfelf accordingly. On the 
eve of an cclipie, for example, he never engages in any ims 
portant enterprize, but feems defirous of 2 avoiding r the converle 
of his minifters, that he may fecretly examine ‘into his patt 
actions, with a view to correct their errors, for which the ap- 
proaching eclipfe may be fent as an or gat and his fube 
jects are invited freely to offer their advice 
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Though fome of the mandarines who were with the party 
conceived a juft idea of the nature of ecliptes, the Chinete, 
in gencral, did not feem to be fufficiently fkilled in numerical 
computation as to be able to folve any intricate problem. They 
calculate by the help of a machine called fivanpan, Small 
balls are ftrunz upon wires and placed in different columns. 
Thofe in the firft row, to the right, ftand for units; the next 
column from right to left tens, and fo on in a tenfold ratio. 

The multiplication as well as fubdivifiog of quantities and 
meafures, among the Chincfe, is rendered fimple by addecima- 
tions. In their money, for inftance, an ounce weight of fil- 
ver is equal toaleang; ten chen make a leang, ten fena chen, 
and ten lee a fen. Thusthe lee, a real, and the {mallet of 
their copper coin, is a thoufandeh part of a leang.—But they 
have imaginary money, though ftill addecimated, extending 
much lower than alee, which is of a circular form, having a 
fguare hele in the middle to admit packthread, upon which 
they are ftrung in tens, and multiple of tens, for mutual cons 
venience in trafic.—A lee, the cnly ftandard coin in the em= 
pire, is the common price of a cup of tea, which is fold in 
public houfes there as porter is in England. 

There is no filver coin in China, notwithftanding payments 
are made with that metal in mafles of about ten ounces, have 
ing the form of the crucible they were refined in, with the 
ftamp of a fingle character upon them denoting their weight. 
Its value, in currency, rifes and falls according to its relative 
fcarcity or plenty iflued from the Imperial treafury. Spanifh 
dollars were known at Tong-choo-foo, and are current 
throughout every part of Afia, Gold is frequently made ufe 
of in articles of drefs or luxury, but feldom applied tothe pure 
pofesof commerce. There is no ftate rcligion acknowledged 
or encouraged in Chinas The faith of moft of the common 
people isthat of Fo; many of the mandarines have another, 
and that of the Emperor different from their’s. But the teme 
ples confecrated to religious worthip are fearcely diftin- 
guifhable from common dwelling houfes. “The circular lofty 
itruCtures, called by Europeans pagodas, are of various kinds, 
appropriated to various ules, but none for religious worthip, 
In many inftances there is a fimilarity in the exterior forms of 
tae religion of Fo and that of the Romifh church, Upon 
the altars of the Chinefe temples were placed, behind a fcreen, 
an image of Shin-mo, or the holy mother, fitting with a child 
in her arms, in an alcove, with rays of glory round her head, 
and tapers conftantly buraing before her. 
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The temples of Fo contain more images than are met with 
in moft Chriftian churches. ‘There was one female figure 
particular] ly prayed to by unmarried women who defire bute 
bands, and by married women who wifh for children. But 
as the doctrine of Fo admits of a fubordinate deity propitious 
toevery with that can be formed in the human mind ;—as the 
government of the country never interferes with mere opi- 
nions, nor prohibits any belief which may not affe& the peace 
of fociety,—it is no wonder it fhould fpread among thofe 
clafles of the people who are diflatisfied with the ordinary 
events of nature. 

Thus, from extreme fuperftition, the temples are particu- 
larly frequented, and the fuperintendant deity firft contulted, 
previous tothe undertaking of any thing of importance, whe- 
ther it be to enter into the matrimonial ftate, to fet out ona 
journey, to make or conclude a bargain, or any other momen- 
tousevent. ‘There are various methods of doing this, one of 
which is, a piece of wood, of fix or eight equal fides or fure 
faces, each having its particular mark, is thrown into the air; 
the fide which is uppermoft, after reaching the ground, is 
examined aud referred to by the pricit to its correfpondent 
inark in the book of fate. If the firft throw accord with the 
withes of him who made it, he prottrates himfelf in gratitude, 
and cheerfully undertakes the bufinefs. If the throw be un- 
propitious, he makes a fecond trial ; but the third throw muft 
decide the qucition—the temples are always accefiible to 
contult the will of Heaven ; and their adoration confifts more 
in giving thanks thaa offering prayers. 

The *hinefe, in their turn, had now an opportunity of fees 
iag an European ceremony of religion, in the funeral of an 
ingenious artift, of the name of Eades, belonging to the eme- 
balty, who died on Monday evening, the 1gth of Auguft, near 
I ng eheariow. He caine from Birmingham, and was in- 
duced, though beyond the middle age, to undertake the voyage, 
in hopes of “acquiring, among other arts, that of making tine 
fel, as practifed at Pekin, which is not liable to tarnith, or lefs 
fo than that which is fabricated in Lurope. By order of his 
Excellency, the funeral rites were performed next day with 
military honours, and the procefiion accompanied by a prodi- 
gious concourfe of Chinefe. ‘The ceremony of interment 
was done with becoming decency and gravity, fuitaple to 
eaftern cuftom, which confiders the leaft mark of levity on 
shefe folema occafions as barbarous and inhuman. His body 
was 
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was interred amidft feveral Chinefe tombs, interfperfed with 
cyprefs trees, near the road leading out of Tong-choo-foo. 
(To be continued.) 





An honeft Mediocrity fuperior in Dignity to an ill-ace 
quired Opulence. 


AN he, who has furnifhed his houfe, however f{plendid its 

apartments, who has adorned his grounds, however dc 
ligntful their fhades, who has clothed his limbs, however {us 
perb their attire, with what he has embezzled of public money, 
or with what he has extorted in the adainiftration of delegated 
government, or with the wages of political fervitude, or with 
the winnings cf difhonourable play, or with the fpoils of 
varioufly adventurous fraud, or with the gains of an unlawful, 
or unlawfully conducted traffick, or witi the earnings of a 
liberal, but proftituted profeffion ; can the reaper of fuch an 
harvett pafs through his apartments with the proud ftep, enter 
tain his friends with the unclouded gaiety, or fink into his 
couch with the undifturbed repofe of him, who, as he fits 
under a lowly roof, furveys a frugal board, looks round ona 
circle of plain-clad children, or welcomes to his hearth an 
humble neighbour, has it to fay, and can fay it with his hand 
laid upon h.s heart, “ Little as is my portion, I have honeftly 
earned it; inthe acquifition of this little lot, [ have employed 
no deceitful weight; Ihave poifed no unjuft balance; I have 
practifed no artifice ; betrayed no troft ; over-reached no in- 
experience ; injured no innocence 5 trampled upon no right : 
I have adhered, not only to the laws of my country, Dutto the 
nicer rules of honour and generofity ; I have licked the duft 
of no foot; 1 wave worfhipped no pride; 1 have flattered no 
vanity; I have not bent my body to one unmanly ftoop; I 
have not forced into my tace one adulatory {mile !’’—Is there 
not, I afk, a proud {well of foul in fuch reflections, which 
opulence, however ample, cannot communicate to the mean 
ipirit, that has Rooped to pick it out of the dirt, and foiled 
itfelf in the aQ@ of taking it up? 
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WISE MAXIMS of the ANCIENT BRAHMINS., 


IKE the philofophers of Greece, the Brahmins were di- 
vided into fects, dittinguithed by maxims and tenets often 
i2 * diametrically 
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diametrically oppofite. That fect with whofe opinions we are, 
fortunately, beft acquainted, had cftablithed a fyftem of mo» 
rals, founded on principles the moft generous and dignified 
which unaflifted reafon is capable of difcovering. Man, they 
taught, was formed, not for fpeculation or indalence, but for 
ation. He is born, not for himfeif alone, but for his fellow. 
men. The happinets of the fociety of which he is a member, 
the good of mankind, are his ultimate and highet objets, 
In choofing what to prefer, or to reje&, the juftnefs and pro. 
pricty of his own choce are the only confiderations to which 
he fhould attend. The events which may follow his adions 
are not in his own power, and whether they be profpcrous or 
adverfe, as long as he is fatisfied with the purity of the motives 
which induced him to aét, he can enjoy that approbation of 
his own mind, which conftitutes genuine happinefs, indepens 
dent of the power of fortune or the opinions of other men, 
s* Man” (fays the author of the AZahabarat, an epic poem, 
of the higheft antiquity, and of the greateft authority in India) 
* enjoyeth not freedom from action, Every man is involune 
tarily urged to a& by thofe principles which are inherent ia 
his nature. He whoreftraineth his aétive faculties, and fitteth 
down with his mind attentive to the objects of his fenfes, may 
be called one of an aftrayed foul. ‘The man is praifed, who 
having fubdued all his paffions, performeth with his active fae 
culties all the funétions of life, unconcerned about the event, 
Let the motive be in the deed, and not in the event. Be not 
one whofe motive for action is the hope of reward. Let not 
thy life be {pent in ina@ion. Depend upon application, pers 
form thy duty, abandon all thought of the confequence, and 
make the event cqual, whether it terminate in good or in evil 
Seek an afylum in wifdom alone; for the mifcrable and une 
happy are fo on account of the event of things. Men who 
are endued with true wifdom are unmindful ot gocd or evil 
in this world. Study then to obtain this application of thy 
underftanding, for fuch application in bufinefs is a precious 
art.” 


Obfervations on the Drefs of Young Ladies. 
| From Dr. Darwin on Female Education in Boarding-Schools.] 


, eee ladies fhould be inftruQed to thew attention to 
their dreis, as it gives anidea of cleanlinefs of their per- 
fons ; 
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fons ; which has fo great a charm, that it may be reckoned 
amongft the inferior virtues; for this purpofe an elegant fiplie 
city of drefs is to be recommended in preference to that fupere 
abundance of ornament, where the lady herfelf is the leatt part 
of her. The form of drefs muft neverthelefs perpetully vary 
with the fafhion of the time ; butaperfon of tafte may leffen 
thofe parts of a fafhionable drefs, which oppofe beauty or 
grace ; and bring forwards thofz, which are more coincident 
with them; fo as to wear a drefs in fafhion, and yet not 
devoid of tafte. 

Thus when large hoops were in general ufe, which fo 
totally militate with al! ideas of beauty and grace, ladies of 
tafte wore them as finall 2s cultom would allow. So in ree 
{pect to the ear-rings of the prefent day; fince piercing the 

ender part of the ear for the purpofe of fufpending a weight 
of gold, or of precious f{tones, or of yiafs beads to it, yeminds 
us of thé favage ftate of mankind; thofe ladies of tafte, who 
think themfelves obliged to comply wich this indecorous 
fafhion, ule the lighteft materia's, as a chain of {mail pearls, 
togive a lefs diltrefiing idea of the pain they fcem to fuiter at 
every motion of their heads. Hence alio long pendant and 
complicated ear-rings, however they may add to the dignity of 
riper years by their coftlinels, are unbecoming to young ladies ; 
as they {eem to give pain in the quicker, though more graceful, 
motions of juvenility. 

Sir Jofhua Reynolds, I think, obferves in one of his addreffes 
to the academy, that hard curls of hair ftiffened with the fat of 
hogs, and-cov.red with the flour of wheat, cannot be ad- 
mitted into picture, Thefame may be obferved of that coat 
of mail, the whale-bone ftays, the ufe of which is now fe 
happily difcontinued. Both of thefe, however they may cone 
ceal the grey hairs and waning figures of thofe who are ade 
vanced in Jife, are highly injurious to the flowing locks and 
graceful forms of young ladies, 

As beauty confiits of lines flowing in eafy curves according 
to the analyfis of Hogarth, thofe parts of drefs, which are 
compofed of {uch lines, are always agreeable. ‘hus, a fail 
defcending from one fhoulder to the oppofite hip, or a Grecian 
veilthrown back, and winding carelefsly down behind, are 
always beautiful ; but atew white oftrich feathers rifing on the 
head before, and a train of filk (weeping on the ground behind, 
addfomuch grace to a moving female figure, as to attract all 
eyes with uncealing admiration. 

In 
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In moving forwards the hair falls back, and in very fwift 
motion floats upon the hair behind: Hence by affociation of 
ideas, when the hair is made to retire from the cheeks, it gives 
an intimation of the youthful agility of the perfon ; and when 
it is brought forwards over the cheeks, it may confent with 
unmoving dignity, like the full wig of a judge, but diminithes 
our idea of the adtivity of playful youth. 

Where the appearance of ufe in drefs can be given to orna- 
ments, it fuggefts an excufe for wearing them, and is therefore 
to be preferred ; as diamond pins, ftrings of pearl, and a comb 
of fhell, to reftrain the exuberant hair; or knots of ribbons to 
fix the flipper on the foot, to contract the fleeve around the 
arm, to unite the veft upon the bofom, or to attach the cap 
above the forehead. And when theleare fimilar in colour, it 
gives an air of fimplicity, and a kind of pyramidal form to the 
drefs ; ~which the painters fo much endeavour to exhibit, both 
in their landfcapes and their groups of figures. 

Other ornaments, which bear no analogy to ufe in drefs, 
fhould be fparingly worn; leaft they give an idea, that they 
were defigned to difplay the pride of the poffeflor, rather than 
to decorate her perfon. Thefe are fometimes {een fo ill placed, 
as to make deformities con{picuous, as a number of rings oa 
fingers diftorted with the gout, or fplendid buckles or turn’d-in 
feet. Where there is no appearance of ufe, all thining orna- 
ments fhould be fo difpofed, as to direct the eye of the bee 
holder to fome beautiful feature of the lady, who wears 
them ; as diamond ftars in the hair, and artificial Mowers on 
the bofom. 

Paint and perfumes are totally inadmiffible in the drefs of 
young ladics, as they givea fufpicion of natural defects in re- 
{pe& to colour of the fkin, and odour of the breath. Where 
there exifts but a mediocrity of beauty, and youth is in the 
wane, a variety of pretty or of coltly ornaments on the drefs, 
and even the whitenefs of powder in the hair, may fometimes 
mingle with our idea of the perfon, and feem to render the 
whole fairer, more pleafing, or more refpe@able. But orna- 
ments of every kind are ufeie(s, or injurious to youthful 
beauty ; they add no power to the charm, but rather difenchant 

the beholder by abftra&ting his attention; which dwells with 
undiminifhed rapture on beauty arrayed by fimplicity, and 
animated without affectation, Thus the majeltic Juno of 
Homer is airayed in variety of ornament, and with ear-rings, 
which have three large pendant bobs to cach, and commands 
univeiial homage. ‘Buthis queen of beauty is dreffed with 
9 more 
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more fimple elegance, in her magic fath, or ceftus, and charms 
all eyes. 

The attention to tafte in drefs may neverthelefs be carried 
intoan extreme ; it fhould not feem to be the moft important 
part of the education of a young lady 5 or the principal opject 
of her care; fhe fhould rather appear to follow, than to lead 

the fafhion, according to the lines of Mr. Pope, 


“ Be not the firft, on which the new are tiicd, 


“ Nor yet the laft to lay the old afide.” 





Curious and ufeful Remark on the Delivery of a Sermon. 
[From Jones’s Life of Bifhop Horne.] 


ened preacher withes to be underftood as well as heard; 
but many are deficient in this refpeét, for want of a 
diftinet articulation; which might eafily be acquired, if they 
would attend toa fimple rule, without the obfervation of which 
no man’s delivery can be perfect. It is well known, that a 
piece of writing may be undetftood, if all the vowels are 
omitted ; but if the vowels are fet down, and the confonants 
omitted, nothing can be made of it. Make the experiment 
upon any fentence : For example 3 judge not that ye be not 
judged. Take out the vowels, and it will ftand thus—jde nt 
tht y b nt jdzd : Vhis may readily be made out: But take away 
the confonants, and nothing can poflibly be made of it—wueo a 
ecoue. Itisthe fame in {peaking as in writing ; The vowels 
make a noife, and thence they have their name, but they dif- 
Criminate nothing. Many fpeakers think they are heard, if 
they bellow them out: Andfo they are, butthey arenct une 
derftood ; becaufe the difcrimination of words depends upon a 
diftinét articulation of their confonants; for wantof confider= 
ing which, many {pea akers {pend their breath to little effec. 
The late Bi ithop of Peterborough, Dr. Hinchliffe, was one of 
the moft pleating preachers of his times His melodious voice 
was the gift of nature, aud be {pake with the accent of a mar 
of fenfe (faci as he really was ina jupesior degree), but it was 
remarkable, and, to thofe who did not know the caufe, 
mytterious, that there was not a corner of the church, in 
which he could not be heard diftiniy. I noted this myfelf 
with great fatisfaction; aud by vatching him attentively, I pere 
ceived it was an invariable rule with him to do juitice to every 
Conicnant, knowing that the vowels would be fure to ipeats for 
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themfelves. And thus he became the fureft and cleareft of 
fpeakers ; his elocution was perfect, and never difappointed his 
audience. In this refpect, moft preachers have it in their 
power tofollow him : His fenfe, and his matter, and the {weete 
nefs of his tone, were fuch as few will attain to. 





REFLECTIONS o VANITY. 


ANITY, perhaps, is not fo innoxious a quality as weare 
defirous of fuppofipg. As it is the moft general of all 
human failings, fo it is regarded with the moft indulgence ; a 
latent confcioufnefs averts the cenfure of the weak ; and the 
wife, who flatter themfelves with being exempt from it, plead 
in its favour, by ranking itas a foible too light for ferious cgn- 
demnaticn, or too inoffenfive for punifhment. Yet if vanity 
be not an actual vice, it certainly often leads us to feck repue 
tation rather than virtue, to fubftitute appearances for realities, 
and to prefer the eulogiums of the world to the approbation of 
our own hearts, 

When vanity takes poffeflion of an uninformed or an ill« 
conftituted mind, it becomes the fource of a thoufand errors, 
and a thoufand abfurdities. Hence, youth feeks a pre-emi- 
nence in vice, and age in folly ; hence, many boaft of faults 
which they would not commit, or claim dittin@tion by invefting 
themfcelves with an imputation of excefs in fome popular ab- 
furdity.—Duels are courted by the daring, and vaunted by the 
coward. He who trembles at the idea of death and a future 
ftate, when alone, proclaims himfelf a free-thinker or an 
atheift in public; and he who dares not mount the genitlelt 
animal without trepidation, plumes himielf on his horfemane 
fhip, and his perils in the chace. In fhort, whatever order of 
mankind we contemplate, we fhall perceive that the portion of 
vanity allotted us by nature, when it is not corrected by 2 found 
judgment, and rendered fubfervient to ufeful purpofes, is fure 
cither to degrade or miflead us. 





BON MOT of BISHOP MORLEY. 


R. MORLEY, afterwards Bifhop of Winchefler, being 
afked what the Arminians eld, pleafantly anfwered, that 

they eld all the beft Bithopricks and Deaneries in England. 
6 For 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Copy of a Letter from Benclong,a Native of New South 
Wales to Governor Philip, on his Return thither from 
England. 

S I R Sydney NS Wales Augt 29 1795 

| well. I hope youare very well. I live at the Gover- 
nors houfe. I have every day dinner there. I have not 

my wife. Another black man took her away his name is now 

Carraway. He {peared me in the back. I better now. All 

my friends alive arid well. Not me goto England no more. 

I am at home now. [hope Sir you fend me any thing you 

pleafe Sir. Hope all well in England. I hope Mrs. Philip 

very well. You nurfe me Madam whenl fick. You very 
good Madam. I hope you remember me Madam not forget. 

I know you very well Madam. Madam I want ftockings. 

Thank you Madam fend me twopair of ftockings, You very 

good Madam thank you Madam. Sir you give my duty to 

Lord Sydney. ‘Thank you you very good my Lord very good, 

Thope very well all the family. Sir fend me you pleafe fome 

handkerchiefs for the pocket. You pleafe Sir fend me fome 

fhoes. “Two pair you plea(e Sir. 
BENCLONG, 





Anfiwer, by Hermes, of Bath, to Mifs A. Thompfan’s Queftion 
inferted Odtober 19, 1795+ 


ET x reprefent the firft term of the progreflion,z the 
common fatio, andn the number of terms: So will x+ 
XZ M——X 


XZ 4X2 ve0e $XZM—IS be the fum of any number 





Z—lI 


-_——— ——w 


(m) of the leaf terms = a, alfo x2°—™ 4 xg9—™—: 4 ygr-in-a 
XZ0— XZ ™ 








toes $XZI—I= -- , that of the greateft ones =b; 
Z—I 

thislaft expreffiondivided by the firft gives 2°" =b—a; con- 
-——~ ‘ Lmtd 


from which 
2™ am I 





fequently z="—™ 4/ ba, the ratio..x=ax 


the whole progreffion will become known, 
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Anfwer, by Ali Muftapha, of Terra Incognita, ta Ore/ies’s Rebusy == 
inferted July 31. 
V ORTALS attend |—in filence wait, 
Wohiilft I unfold the book of fate; 
Know that beneath this dark difguife, 
Thename of CLARKSON hidden lies. 
§t§ We have received the like anfwer from Lazarus Lazy, 
of ‘Terra Firma. 








4 REBUS, ly F. St 55 of Cheverel. 

y* bards, the mufes’ name explain, 
Who over poetry doth reign ; 

A colour next I’d have you take, 

And it the fecond part ’twill make ; 

Laftly, part of yourlelf define, 

And then together thefe combine; 

Which three together plainly thew, 

A Suffolk town right in your view. 





4n ENIGMA, by Reelufe, of Yeovil. 


ROM whence deriv’d, or how attain’d our birth, 
Ig matters not—like man we {prang from earth; 
From earth our form grew bright, as argent fhield 
Of antient knights th’ boaft—then take th’ field. 
Noarmy rang’d e’er greater order knew, 
Rank follows rank, each tohis comrade true, 
In order ftands—’till once began th’ attack, 
Weare diforder’d, and ne’er rally back 
To our firft ftand; difpers’d we thenare found, 
Like fquadrons beat we quit our priftine ground ; 
And fingly then, we like to huilars range, 
Our place uncertain frequently we change ; 
Many with gladnefs would our places fhare, 
When we in or andargent do appear 3 
Yet we allilis with patience undergo, 
Altho’ we are trod on both by friend and foe; 
Jur ufeis various. Yet we, gents. are fure 
But next tonothing. What is proud man more? 
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*¢ They fain Old England would invade, 
** But of the means are much afraid, 
‘© Tho’ of the ject fond ; 
1 fionary {cl lemess 
s¢ ‘They find it difficu t, it fee 
as To crofs the herring pond. 


** *Twould be an awkward thing to mect 


as Burnt children dread the fire ; 

« *Tis ten to one but dire mifchance 

*€ Would happen to the fhipsof France 
“© From one fo full of ire. 


“ They therefore thought on fome balio 
Ali ttle {maller than the moon 





‘© The fcheme would never 


rey next propos’d all hands to creep 


OT 5 

hief over head, 

‘* This deep Jaid icheme no better {ped 
‘© Than tother did before. 


length two men of wond’rous craft 
ve orders to con{ truct a raft, 

As wide as Ho if ow Heath; 

** From which their z army, one and a all 

» twixt {pring 


“* Are dwornto land 
“ Tn fpite of John Bull’s teeth. 
Their cafh fubfcribers will be paid 
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es As ev’ry man on board the rafc _ 
** Will, in his pe ck et, bringa craft 
s At igh t—on Aldg 2ate pump.’ i 


~—- 


1 of fuch 2 feheme, port 

(Says {mphitece) ** Sure you< iream, 
** They’il all be food for fith.”’ 

** They will be fo, you j jade, Ye srant, 

“© That's jult what the Diredor. ry wants 
“© The very thing they wilh. 





«© They then no more will feel difmay, 
*¢ About their army and its pay, Vi 
“© But babifh all their fea 1S 3 


«© For when the raf 
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ADDRESS zo GLENOWEN. a 
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fy 417 S« Manes SON. 


AREWELL, de 
F Where oft tha 
Farewell! to thy fc ‘ 

Which itray Bee ) W 
O’er wide foamy water 
A poor, fimple ex fomet 
Yet while the dark fates thall my fortune enravel, are fr 
My thought » My « fFections | all itil! be thy own. fickne 
hyc ities, proud Galt ia! thy wide-fpreacing trealures, there 
Thy vallies, where nature jJuxuriantly roves, more 
May bid the heart, 3 neing to fancy’s wild meafures, « Wi 
Forget, for a mo ment, 11s or ve { 
But oahete; is the bofom that fighs notin forraw, bears 1 
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Eitrang’d from dear objects, to wander alone ; me agi 
Still counting the moments from morrow to moirow, have t 

A poor weary traveller, loit and unknowi? multits 
Sweet villas of myrtle, and paths of gay rofes, have p 

}} ’ ° ° vy } ee . 

And hills deck’d with vineyards, and woodlands wita iaaes fupplie 
kreth banks of young vi’lets where fan — repofes, of ¢: 

And courts gentle flumbers her vifions to aid ; “Pp 


‘ 


The d dark filent grotto, the foft-flowing fountairs, have lo 
s own mufic fweet murmur’d along; The lif 


NV here natur e? 
The fun-be ums that dance on the pine e-cover’d mountains, longer 
May waken to rapture their own native throng. one te. 


Bur thou, dear Glenowen! cannot bring greater pleafure, Som 


All barren and bleak as thy fummits appear ; terrible 
tho’ thou canit boatt of no rich gaudy trealure, h 

BO cas th ) aot that knc 
1k ™ o! y traces by charms, with a tear: 

The hoes 0 bl lait may howl o’er thy vallies a id mountains, 








that are 


And ftrip the rich verdure th: 1 mautles each tree ; that arri 
And winter may bind, in cold fetters, tl y fountains; of failir 


And fiill thou artdear, Oh Glenowen! to me. almoft 
Von 





